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DECLARATION 

OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 

OF THE MAYORS OF THE BALKAN CITIES’ NETWORK

We, the Mayors of the major Balkan Cities, met extraordinarily in Thessaloniki within the framework of the opening of the 2004 Olympic Games and declare the need to reinforce inter-Balkan, intermunicipal cooperation and reaffirm our will to proceed with joint actions and initiatives aiming at the participation of major Balkan Cities in development, reconstruction and, most importantly, the establishment of peace, friendship and stability in our broader region.

The new priorities we set concern the establishment of regular communication, beginning with the new website of the Balkan Cities’ Network and then proceeding with the publication of a Newsletter under the precondition that necessary data are sent by member-cities of the Network to the Executive Secretariat.

The services of the Network’s Executive Secretariat will undertake the development of bilateral contacts and the organization of multipartite discussions through the Internet, based, along with our Network’s Mayors’ Bureau, in Casa Bianca, the landmark building of the Municipality of Thessaloniki, which aspires to become the symbol of inter-Balkan, intermunicipal co-operation.

Joint activities concern joint submittal of proposals and implementation of programmes funded by the European Union, as well as further efforts towards finding funds and transferring technical know-how to member-cities of the network so as to reinforce their budget, their executive capabilities and the level of services provided to their citizens. In order to achieve this goal, it is necessary to have co-operation between and support by the governments of Balkan countries, especially Greece, which is a European Union country that has begun implementing programmes for reconstruction and developmental aid to countries in our region.

The opportunity provided to us by the Olympic Games, which have returned to Greece after 108 years, is important so as to establish new schemes of co-operation and send the message of local communities of Balkan Cities to the entire world and Europe, in particular, where we look to for mutual support and hope.

We also consider that Thessaloniki’s bid for the organization of EXPO 2008 might comprise a major development vision for the development of the whole of the Balkan region to the benefit of our citizens.

Our next important appointment is the regular Mayors’ Meeting next December.

The flags of the Balkan countries that fly as proud symbols at Villa Bianca send throughout the world messages of peace, brotherhood and co-operation, messages of local communities of major Balkan Cities which take the matter of their common future in their own hands.

